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relations between the Minister of Works and the Minister of Health
in this field of London repair. The Ministry of Health is the great
ambassador Department which deals with local authorities, and
nothing must be done to hamper that long usage. Therefore, the
Ministry of Health is the ambassador for the Ministry of Works in
respect of the taking-over of areas, streets and so forth that really
requires more power than any local authority can bring to bear. For
the rest, executive power will increasingly reside in the Ministry of
Works, which will have to discharge all the tasks of repair that cannot
be undertaken, or are not being effectively undertaken, by the local
authorities, and will have to produce the prefabricated houses I spoke
of at the beginning of the year, which, although they cannot be pro-
duced in the numbers I then mentioned, can still be produced in
very great number and of varying types. Further, they have to
make, with the assistance of the Board of Trade in the closest liaison,
as the military would say, the fittings and parts of all kinds which
must be made not only for the repairs and for the " prefabs.," but
also for the " perms.," which must get forward as fast as they possibly
can under the driving power of the Minister of Health and, of course,
the Secretary of State for Scotland. I do not want to go more into
this now, because we shall very likely have a special Debate on the
subject, either on an Amendment to the Address or on the resumption,
if desired, and if Mr. Speaker would permit, of the general Debate
on the Address. People sometimes do not like to have an Amendment
to the Address, because it must take the form of a Vote of Censure ;
but we are in the hands of the House and under the orders of the
Chair.

I do not think it is any use for me at this time to enter upon the
subject of foreign policy. I have a list of 25 countries on which I am
prepared to give information about their tangled politics and their
relations with ourselves ; but the House may rest assured that I have no
intention of doing so, as no sufficient provocation has been offered to
His Majesty's Government to induce me to embark upon this lengthy
excursion. After all, a Foreign Affairs Debate can be brought on as
part of the Debate on the Address, All I have tried to do at this
time is to give a general survey of the tasks which lie before us, of the
limitations which may be assigned to our powers to discharge these
tasks, of our duty to persevere in all we are pledged and committed
to, and of the sense of the overlying obligations which we have to
carry the war through in its closing stages with all energy and unity,
not only at home among ourselves but among the great united Powers
of the Grand Alliance, who, I am happy to say, were never more
closely and intimately and comprehendingly united than they are at
this time.